Classification in general. From an educational point of view, afflicted children may be defined as all children who are prevented from taking up regular class work with normal children because of mental, moral, or physical deficiencies. I use the term "afflicted" as a general category including all types of abnormal, defective, delinquent, or backward children who are not up to the average qualifications of the normal child. In the organization of special classes, as well as in many recent discussions of defectives, the difference between children, who have been usually lumped together as "bad," "incorrigible," "defective," etc., have been ignored and these different types of children forced to work in the same treadmill under a single teacher. To be specific, I recall a small school set aside for the incorrigibles, truants and bad boys, from the neighboring schools in the district. It was a sort of half-way house between the regular school and the truant school. There I found various types of boys shoulder to shoulder in the same class.
[Feebleminded children, underfed boys, criminal types, mentally dwarfed children, and the usual "bad" boys worked side by side. The dangers of such a lack of classification need hardly be emphasized. One or two vigorous criminal types, a few bad or wild children, several feebleminded children,?and the nucleus of a gang of thieves, pickpockets, etc., is formed. Further evils of a lack of proper classification I shall note in the course of this paper.
I would suggest the following classification of afflicted children:?(1) backward children, (2) crippled children, (3) deaf and dumb children, (4) blind children, (5) feebleminded children, (6) delinquents, and (7) moral defectives.
Backward children are those who seem unable to do the regular grade work even when minimum requirements are demanded. Three classes of such children may be distinguished according to the causes of their backwardness. In the first class may be placed (180) children or normal ability, who, because of change of residence, transfer from school to school, travel, ill health, etc., are not in the grade they should be when measured by the standard of age, general appearance, and general intelligence. Thus, I recall instances in which children fourteen, fifteen, sixteen, and even seventeen years of age were only in the seventh year of school, (first half), because of the reasons given above. Little would have been needed to bring these children up to the work of the eighth year.
As it was, they were forced to do work far below their general ability. 
